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Stuart Appelbaum begins the interview by describing his current position as chief of the 
RECOVER branch of the Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District.  He goes on to 
state that water management, particularly issues of the flood protection and drainage 
works, is the most important problem facing the Everglades. He gives a detailed history 
of the construction of those works, including the Central and Southern Florida Project 
(pages 1-7). He gives a background on the Kissimmee restoration effort and describes 
his involvement in that effort (pages 7-12).  Appelbaum believes the Kissimmee 
restoration changed the Corps of Engineers as an organization and describes its 
involvement with the governor=s office.  He discusses the Corps=s reaction to the 
lawsuit filed in 1988 by Dexter Lehtinen and evaluates the Everglades Forever Act, 
which settled the litigation.  He also tells about the Corps=s role in implementing the 
Everglades Forever Act, particularly the C-51 project (pages 12-15).  Appelbaum 
became involved with the comprehensive review and restudy process due to Rock Salt 
and their actions to solve problems that occurred after Hurricane Andrew.  He talks 
about his activities with the Everglades Coalition (pages 15-18). 
 
Appelbaum next describes building the interdisciplinary teams and working on 
interagency cooperation for Everglades restoration.  Between 1993 and 1994, the 
teams on the reconnaissance study worked on identifying specific problems in the 
Everglades and Appelbaum describes the six alternatives that came out of that study 
(pages 18-23).  He then gives a very detailed analysis of the Governor=s Commission 
for a Sustainable South Florida, including the agencies involved, recommendations 
made and the final report. He believes the consensus built over the process was key to 
making the restudy successful (pages 23-27).  Appelbaum gives another detailed 
description of the development of the restudy plan, including the teams and agencies 
involved.  He responds to the criticism of the initial report from the restudy and talks 
about the changes made in reaction to that criticism (page 27-31).  He comments on the 
Chief=s Report and the controversy about it.  He talks about the individuals who were 
instrumental in getting the comprehensive plan approved.  Appelbaum responds to 
criticism that the plan is dependent on unproven technology, such as aquifer storage 
and recovery.  He believes adaptive management of the plan is critical and mentions 
the agencies that will be responsible for that management (pages 31-35).   
 
Appelbaum goes on to describes progress made toward and obstacles to the goals of 
the Everglades Expansion Act.  He talks about the Water Resources Development Act 
of 2000 (WRDA) and its significance, including the programmatic regulations.  He 
concludes the interview with analyses of the impact of the National Park Service, the 
South Florida Water Management District and the environmental community on 
Everglades restoration.  He lastly grades the restoration effort and talks about what he 
has learned from the process (pages 35-39). 


